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STAT 





/ ‘ ^ By Bin Prochnau 

: .. . Wuhlngton, Post 3toM WrjMr ... 

7- --Attorney Generatdesighate W3~f 
Vliam- French Smith, President-elect 
;? Rohald'ReaganV ^personal ^attorney;; 

would7prosecute ‘any lawbreaker/? 
including a president is .seething 
.overnews reports that his integri-i, 

' tyhasbeen taintedbyhisattend-; 
ingfa Frank Sirntxa birthday par-rj 


. /CShdth^here'foe aro^ 


-WButthe’ labeled news-repbrte/questioriing the 


: propriety.- of- his- appearance -at 1 the birthday 
party, as ^nothing less . than scurrilous,” repeat-. 
'■ihg-JtHe .word ;“scjrritous ,, ..three ; times, until he 
'fi^y addedr^Anaxlmaking myself, dear?” 7* 
SSp;SnnQira : o« :: Angeles: attorney with mostly 
'icorporate'ahd'' utility- compahy;clients -in addi- : 

l 1 .*''" ■ 'TT'» "" . A -1- 


•fion. to;Reagan? dearly- was upset?arid said the 


te^talls on^men^ers ofitha Sen-t 
ateiTudidary Coinmittee,:which .is j 
to- begin his confinnation hearings 
next, week, acknowledged that, he; 
had attended the singer's elaborate/ 
birthday: party :7the-. day /after-j 
Smith’s Cabinet? nomination was? 
announced. 

v4 But ' Smith said his . relationship , 

; wito.SInatra, who once had a Ne-r 
/vadai' gaming license^ revoked be-r 
f cause/; of alleged ties; to organized? 
crime and who long has- been' ru-^ 

! mored - to be- dose- to mob- figures, i 
•was -^aodal' ? and; -rare — mostly ,; 
chance meetings bn the golf course / 
and that kind of thing.? - ?• t ' 

Smith said. he, was- “totally un-: 

• aware r of any -allegations about 
/Frank, Sinatra’r badcgrouhdTV.and • 
that if he ever had read.: about Si- 


? lriatra’s reputed ties to mob" figures-.- 
7 theTstories had not/sunk in? Hei 
; said he had no' access.' to Justice; 
dent investigatnryfiles and’ 


would not see them' until after he 




/ is oonfirmed.' 

-jii ,va.-C- *■*.> -vvi -. —i- • - - twr 


•/social-appearance would “not affect me in the 
‘/slightest 'in 'making any. prosecutorial decisions 
’ m the, future..,; . ■ u/A A-- j - 

vi? -The irfirst /-report - appeared in ; a- Maxine 
Cheshire-cblunin^ ih-TTie Washington Post last 
/month: Smith’s- appeararice’"alsa wasxriticized 

■ MoHday i : m7a‘'New ' York:' Times' column by 

* William- Satire: * ~' f 

to ! have-any seri- 
7ous‘-'impact- ; on-Smith’s-confirmationhearings, 

’ scheduled: to begin next Thursday. But the re- 
ports once- again, brought questions to -the sur-. 

■ face about Reagan’s, ties- to the famous , singer,] 
whose colorful and somewhat murky past in- 
cludes occasionally overlapping J friendships 
w ith, both presidents and crime figures. i: :-J 

■ /Sinatra was a major fund-raiser for Reagan? 
palling- “in large campaign contributions with 
his ' Hollywood glitter and mystique. Reagan 
also i-was- invited tor the birthday party, al- 
though' he did not attend.. But he and his wife, 
Nancy,?- interrupted their 1976- presidential 
camp ai gn to ’attend Sinatra’s fourth wedding. 

7: /After the election, Sinatra was named as the . 
/producer of amillibn-dollar, star-studded pre- : i 
inaugural “gala” /'for the Reagans. -The party! 
will be- televised nationally Jan.- 
-¥ Sinatra. long has fancied himself as a friend 
ofpresidents and presidential contenders. In 
?1960 he .raised- money for John F- Kennedy, 
and ’’later helped organize - inaugural' festivities 
‘ fobsKeSSedy-justr to he is for, Reagan. Ken- 
fnedy’s /relationship with- Sinatra; later back-: 

T? J.'.'; iyN.ttA ' n’ ol/wiIKoorif 


torious reputation.”'.‘Giancana was an;! alleged-] 
'mob/boss banned fromr gambling activity., in/ 

: Nevada. He later was murdered. -||£u -it-. '1; 

; Sinatra reportedly*; introduced oPtesideht’ 
/•Kennedy to:. Giancana’s girlfriend, ' Judith - 
iCampfcell Exher, who testified long after Ken-?; 
Hedy’s 'death that she 'had had . relationships..] 
with both Kennedy and Giancana. Kennedy’s 
friendship with . Sinatra- was ended .abruptly, 
according to reports, when FBI wiretaps pick- 
led up Exneris calls to the White House. . A : -f 
At about the same time the CIA is- said to 


have enlisted Giancana's help, according to re- 
ports that emerged much later, in its bizarre 



'vdked .by.the' State Gaming .Commission- be-| 
* oaiise- of his “wntinued association- with Sam' 


:.Giancana,;yett.knowing bis um avo ry . and no? 


and abortive eifort3toiise organized -crime fig- 
ures in assassination plots against Cuban pre- 

'■mier Kidel Castro. ■ 

Because of his show-business past, Reagan’s 
friendship with Sinatra dates back many years. 
However, the friendship began receiving prom- 
inent attention only after the singer used 
Reagan as a personal-reference in his attempt 
to regain the Neva_da gambling l icense he lest 
; 17 years ago. ’- lV ~' r " - " 


. Sinatr a i s seeking the license to.^participate? 
in: management” of Caesars Palace in Las. Ve- 
gas. New Jeraey. gambling authorities , recently 
rejected an ! application by Caesars 1 Palace 
management to open a casbo in Atlantic City. 
The -New Jersey- authorities said the applica- 
tion was rejected because Clifford S. Perlman, 
the casino’s president, associated ' withl ; brga- 
,nized-crime figures. 

hearing; on Sinatra’s Nevada application 
was scheduled for last month, but was delayed 
until Feb. 11, at;the singer’s request,; because 
he said he will be busy with tie inaugural ? : 
L- Meanwhile, Smith’said. questions 'about: 
relationship with Sinatra had not' been' raised 

I 1 A «1 • • ‘ . ' v . • 1 ' — 


by any members of ; the. Senate Judiciary Com? 
'mittee with whom’ he has been talMng^ th» 


week.; That 'was confirmed, iri general, -by steff 
sources oh Capitol Hill- although /an-aide /to 
Sen/ Edward M Kennedy (D-Mass.), the com- 
mittee’s ranking minority member, said Ken- 
nedy had told Smith,. that , he may be-ques- 


r? ^L'hope / we “talk .. about T more - si^tahBve 
imatters than this,”, the Cabinet nominee said-4 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/21 


' CO^ 

CIA-RDP90-00552R000202 1 40002-2 




